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PATNULKARAN
(/) To erect such works of utility as bathing ghauts, wells, water fountains, and other works of utility for the benefit of the Saurashtra community.
(g) To fix and raise subscriptions known as mahamais (a sort of income-tax).
Among the subjects of the lectures delivered in connection with the Saurashtra Upanyasa Sabha at Madura in 1901 were the life of Mrs. Annie Besant, the Paris Exhibition of 1900, Mr. Tata and higher education, Saurashtra bank, Columbus, and the Saurashtra reform hotel.
A few years ago, the Saurashtra community submitted a memorial to the Governor of Madras to the effect that "as the backward Saurashtra community have not the requisite capital of half a lakh of rupees for imparting to their members both general and technical education, the Saurashtra Sabha, Madura, suggests that a lottery office may be kept for collecting shares at one rupee each from such of the public at large as may be willing to give the same, on the understanding that, every time the collections aggregate to Rs. 6,250, Rs. 250 should be set apart for the expenses of working the said office, and two-thirds of the remainder for educational purposes, and one-third should, be awarded by drawing lots among the subscribers in the shape of five prizes, ranging from Rs. 1,000 to Rs. 125." In passing orders on this sporting scheme, the Government stated that it was not prepared to authorise the lottery. It has been well said * that the Patnulkarans have a very strong esprit de corps, and this has stood them in good stead in their weaving, which is more scientifically carried on, and in a more flourishing condition than is usual elsewhere.

* Gazetteer of the Madura district,